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Introduction

The Bluestone River at Pipestem does not presently contain trout, at 

least in part because of its location above Bluestone Lake and 

because the state does not stock there presently.  Because trout are 

not already present we need to learn more about how stocked trout 

behave and how they return to the creel in support of aquaculture-

derived fishing packages.  Some of the questions we have are: Do 

stocked fish move outside of the stocked areas?  Where are these 

fish located in the river?  How well do they survive? To address these 

questions we are currently conducting a two pronged adaptive study.  

This poster presented results to date on rainbow trout survival and 

locations within the Bluestone River at Pipestem State Park, WV.

Methods

ÅRainbow trout ranging from 1 to 6 pounds were stocked into a 1 mile 

section of the river (Figure 1).

ÅStocking occurred twice each spring and fall. 

ÅCoincident with stockings 20 fish were monitored using radio 

telemetry (Figure 2).

ÅThe study site and areas upstream and downstream of Pipestem 

State Park were surveyed to locate the fish.

Results

ÅFish were tracked/located on 38 dates from 

16 October 2007 through 07 January 2009.

ÅFish  generally stayed within discrete 

ñspotsò within the river regardless of season 

or stocking year (Figure 3-4).

ÅOverwinter survival of fall-stocked trout is 

good (> 60%).

ÅDue to warm temperatures few trout survive 

past mid- June.

Implications and Future Studies

ÅStocked trout survived well.

ÅContinued monitoring of those tagged fish will permit us to determine 

the seasonal extent of possible aquaculture-related fishing packages 

for this state park.

ÅComplementary studies are underway to evaluate angler success 

and angler attitudes about fishing experiences and willingness to pay 

for tourism packages focusing on angling for cultured trout.

Å2009 studies may evaluate ñwarmò strains of rainbow trout relative to 

site fidelity, survival, catchability and persistence in the study area.

Figure 2.  Radio tags are surgically 

implanted into trout to allow us to 

locate them after stocking.

Figure 1.  The area of the 

Bluestone River at Pipestem where 

rainbow trout were stocked.
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Fig. 5. Winter Spring 2008 fish locations

Figure 3.  Rainbow trout locations 

during Fall 2007 to Fall 2008.

Figure 4.  Rainbow trout locations 

during Winter 2008-09.


