Bylaws of the {Name} Farmers’ Market
I) Name of the market and umbrella organization

A) The name of the market is {Name}  Farmers’ Market

B) The umbrella organization for the market is the {Name} Farmers’ Markets Association
II) Purpose of the farmers’ market

A) To provide area farmers with alternative marketing opportunities through a retail marketplace, as well as to encourage agriculture entrepreneurship in the region.
B) To provide consumers with fresh, locally grown or locally produced products in a convenient location.

III) Purpose of farmers’ market association

A) To ensure orderly operation of the market while striking a fair balance between the needs of all participants, including vendors and consumers.

B) Provide a legal basis to operate as an official, non-profit entity.

IV) Membership

A) Membership is open to those actively engaged in the production of accepted products, whether on a full or part time basis.

B) Membership entitles the holder to be eligible for a position on the board of directors, as well as the ability to cast one vote.

C) A member who willfully violates these bylaws or the market rules can be ejected following discussion and a vote by the board of directors.

V) Board of Directors

A) The board of directors will consist of nine (9) members.  Six members of the board must be members of the {Name} Farmers’ Market Association, and three (3) members of the board will be members of the community as follows: One(1) person from WVU Extension Service, one (1) from the {Name of County} county Master Gardeners organization, and one (1) person appointed by the {Name of City} Parking Authority.

B) The board of directors will be voted in at the annual membership meeting to be held in February or March and each member will serve a one (1) year term.

C) Officers of the board of directors include

i) President:  Schedules and chairs the meetings, serves as a contact for outside groups, appoints committees as or when required and conducts votes.

ii) Vice President:  Serves in the President’s absence.

iii) Secretary: Maintains correspondence, up-to-date bylaws, lists of members, applications, and minutes of meetings.

iv) Treasurer: Collects fees, pays bills, keeps financial record, ensures tax reports are files, and makes an annual financial report of the farmers’ market organization.

v) Positions may be combined.

D) Duties of the board of directors include but are not limited to decisions regarding the overall management and operation of a successful market.

VI) Voting issues

A) Each member in good standing has one vote for the board of directors, and for bylaw changes.

B) Nominations and voting for the board of directors shall take place at the annual membership meeting.  The nominating committee, appointed by the outgoing president, will recommend a slate of officers and board members.  The top six (6) producer candidates ranked by number of votes received will determine the identity of the {Name} Farmers’ Market Association board members.  The three (3) non-producer members of the board cannot serve as officers except as Secretary.

C) Thirty (30) days advance public notice of the annual membership meeting shall be made to all {Name} n Farmers’ Market Association members.

D) Five (5) board  members constitute a quorum.

E) Changes to the bylaws shall be decided on the basis of sixty-six (66) percent or greater of the votes of members present at the annual meeting.

VII) New members

A) New members must fill out an application, agree to abide by market rules, and pay the association dues.

VIII) Termination

A) The {Name} Farmers’ Market will be intact as long as three (3) producer members remain active and in good standing.
B) Failing that, or if the facility or municipal arrangements close the market, the treasury is to be maintained for the period of time required to meet all outstanding bills, taxes, and obligations.

C) Upon termination, the remaining funds shall be donated to the {Name} County Master Gardeners organization or another charitable community organization decided upon by a majority vote of the remaining membership.  All tax and reporting requirements must be satisfied prior to such a termination and donation.
