
Sponsored by: 

 
 

Horizon Organic & Whole Foods Market 
CROPP Cooperative: Organic Valley / Organic Prairie 

Nature’s Best Organic Feeds 
And other corporate sponsors will have information and 

displays at the conference 
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October 8, 2008: Shenandoah Valley Produce Auction, Dayton, VA 
1:00PM Registration  
1:30PM Welcome and Introductions 
2:00PM Tour Lamar Rhodes Certified Organic Grazing Dairy Farm   
  Overview of Farm Operations / Facility 
   Walk Paddocks 
   Soils and Soil Pit 
   Discussion – ‘forage choices and seed sources for grass dairies’ 
4:00PM Tour Philip Witmer Grazeland Dairy operated on rented farm 
   Overview of Farm Operations / Facility – ‘where we are in the organic transition’ 
   Walk Paddocks 
   Discussion – ‘What we have done and what we would do differently’ 
6:00PM  Dinner at Shenandoah Valley Produce Auction 
  Producer Panel follows Dinner: 

Lamar Rhodes, Certified Organic, VA 
Phil Witmer, Grass Dairy on a Rented Farm 
Cheyenne Christianson, No-Grain Organic Holsteins  

 

 



 
October 9, 2008: Plecker Workforce Center 

Campus of Blue Ridge Community College, Weyers Cave, VA 
 
7:45 – 8:45AM Registration 
8:00 – 9:00AM Virtual Tour of Cheyenne Christianson Dairy, No-grain organic Holsteins 
 
9:00 – 9:45AM Break-Out 1 
“CLA’s, Omega 3’s, and our strategy to market grass-derived organic dairy products” 

Ned MacArthur, Natural by Nature, Inc. 
“Not All Soils Are Created Equal: Understanding the Potential and Limitations of Soils on Your Farm”
    Jason Teets, NRCS 
 9:45 – 10:00AM Questions / Discussion of Break-Out 1 
10:00 - 10:15AM  Break 
 
10:15 -11:00AM Break Out 2 
“Serious Considerations of Unpasteurized Milk” 

Bill Chirdon, PA Department of Agriculture 
John Beers, VA Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services 

“Building and Maintaining Soil Fertility in Organic Grazing Systems” 
Bill Bryan, W est Virginia University 

11:00 – 11:15AM Questions / Discussion of Break-Out 2 
11:15 – 11:30AM  Break 
 
11:30 – 12:15PM Break Out 3 
“Good approaches to cow shares and herd shares” 

Pete Kennedy, Attorney at Law 
“Pasture Ecology: Managing Things That We Can Not See” 

Ed Rayburn, West Virginia University  
12:15 – 12:30PM Questions / Discussion of Break-Out 3 
 
12:15PM Lunch 
 
1:15PM – Conference Capstone Address – Joel McNair, editor of 'Graze' 
followed by Questions and Comments for all the conference speakers 
 
 

 
 



 
Directions to Shenandoah Valley Produce Auction, 28 39 Lumber Mill Rd Dayton, VA  22821 

Site for day 1: 
 
Take I-81 exit 240  (Mt Crawford/Bridgewater) and at the top of the ramp go west, crossing Rt 11 and continuing 
west on Rt 257 (Dinkel Avenue) to the town of Bridgewater.   At the T-intersection of Rt 257 and Rt 42, turn 
north (right) onto Rt 42 / Rt 257.  Go 2.7 miles and turn west (left) onto Rt 257 (Ottobine Rd).  Follow Rt 257 4.9 
miles and turn right onto Lumber Mill Rd.  Go 1.4 miles and entrance to Shenandoah Valley Produce Auction will 
be on your right. 
 
 
Directions to Plecker Workforce Center, campus of B lue Ridge Community College, One College Lane, 

Weyers Cave, VA  24486 

Take Exit 235 off Interstate 81 . Turn west at the top of the exit ramp (Route 256). In a very short distance, 
Route 256 terminates onto U. S. Route 11. Turn left (south) on U.S. Route 11. BRCC Weyers Cave Campus is 
about a half-mile on the left.  

Parking for the Plecker facility may be accessed by using the south entrance, beside the Criminal Justice 
Training Academy. 

 
Hotel accommodations: 

Contact information for a few of the fine hotels available in the Harrisonburg area: 
 
The Village Inn 
4979 South Valley Pike, Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(540) 434-7355 
Locally owned and operated, very close to I-81 exit  240.� 
http://www.thevillageinn.travel/ 
 
Holiday Inn Express 
3325 S. Main Street 
Harrisonburg, VA 22801 
(877) 863-4780  
www.ichotelsgroup.com 
 
Super 8 Motel – Harrisonburg 
3330 South Main Street 
I-81 Exit 243 
Harrisonburg VA 22801-2674 
Ph 540-433-888 
http://www.super8.com/Super8/control/Booking/property_info?propertyId=03778 
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To Register for the conference contact: 
Becky Casteel  
By phone:  304-293-6131, ext 4231 
By e-mail: Becky.Casteel@mail.wvu.edu 
 

http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/upevent.htm 
 

Or fill-out and mail the registration form with your check or credit card information to: 
Mid Atlantic Dairy Grazing Conf 
Attn: Becky Casteel 
2076 Ag Sci Bldg 
PO Box 6108 
Morgantown, WV, 26506-6108 
Checks payable to:  West Virginia University 
 
Name 

Address 

Phone: E-mail 

 Attendance 
Options  

Place Check 
by what 
applies  

Fee Number 
in Party  

Fee Includes:  

Entire conference, 
Oct 8 & 9, single 
participant  

 $65  Meals, breaks, copy of 
proceedings 

Entire conference, 
Oct 8 & 9, family of 
4 or less  

 $100  Meals, breaks, 1 copy 
of proceedings 
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Entire conference, 
Oct 8 & 9, family of 
5 or more  

 $130  Meals, breaks, 1 copy 
of proceedings 

Day 1, Oct 8 only, 
single participant  

 $35  Meal, breaks, copy of 
proceedings 

Day 1, Oct 8 only, 
family of 4 or less  

 $70  Meals, breaks, 1 copy 
of proceedings 

D
ay
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Day 1, Oct 8 only, 
family of 5 or more  

 $90  Meals, breaks, 1 copy 
of proceedings 

Day 2, Oct 9 only, 
single participant  

 $45  Meal, breaks, copy of 
proceedings 

Day 2, Oct 9 only, 
family of 4 or less  

 $80  Meal, breaks, 1 copy of 
proceedings 

D
ay
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Day 2, Oct 9 only, 
family of 5 or more  

 $100  Meal breaks, 1 copy of 
proceedings 

Payments made to:    
An additional $15 will be added to each of the fees above for all registrations received after Friday, 
October 3, 2008.  
Please indicate special dietary needs  and number of people in your party we need to 
accommodate:                 Vegetarian        #                                         Vegan           #                        
If Other, please contact Tom Stanley at 540-245-5750 by October 1, 2008 
 

 


