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MERRY CHRISTMAS!

Will yotu be tsing any of these CHRISTMAS plants in your holiday decorations?

Christmas Berry - Heteromeles (het-er-oh-MEE-leez) arbutifolia (ar-bew-tif-FOH-lee-uh) Rose family. A
beautiful evergreen shrub native to California. Showy red berries in mid-winter give this dense 9-12 shrub
its name; alternate, thick leathery, sharp-toothed leaves and dense clusters of white flowers make it
attractive year round. (Zones 8-9)

Christmas Berry Tree - Schinus (SKYE-nus) terebinthifolius (ter-eb-inth-if FOH-lee-us)Cashew family.
Common name-BRAZILIAN PEPPERTREE. Fast-growing, evergreen shrub or small tree to 25 ft. Dark
green leaves of five to nine leaflets about 2" long. Dense clusters of white flowers in summer and small,
long lasting, bright red fruit. (Zone 9)

Christmas Begonia - Begoniaceae (beg-GOH-nee-uh) cheimantha (kee-MAN-thuh) These hybrids are
sometimes called “busy Lizzie” in reference to the clusters of flower buds which work so busily to stay in
unbelievable floral bounty from Thanksiving until spring. (Tropical Perennials)

Christmas Cactus - Schlumbergera (schlum-berj-EE-uh) bridgesii (BRIJ-zee-eye) Cactus Family. A small
genus of much-branched cacti from Brazil with claw-shaped joints. An excellent windowsill plant and
produces masses of lovely carmine-red flowers. (Zone 10)

Christmas Cattleya (KAT-lee-uh) percivalliana (per-siv-val-ee-AY-nuh) Orchid Family. Club-shaped,
thickened stems from which grow one, rarely two or three leatherly leaves, dark, rose-colored flowers
slightly smaller than 5 - 8 inches across, blooms in winter. (Zone 10)

Christmas Rose - Helleborus (hel-leb-BOH-rus) niger (NYE-jer) This ancient & revered garden plant
develops a large clump of deep-green, leathery leaves topped, in winter, with showy white saucer flowers.
(Zone 5)

The Christmas Rose is beautiful, dependable and sturdy. Its old name of Melampode comes from Melampus, a physician who,
in about 1400 BC, used it to cure the mad daughters of Proteus, King of Argus; it therefore acquired a tremendous reputation as
a cure for insanity. It was used to purify houses, and to drive away evil spirits, and it is regarded as the emblem of purity. Itis
called Helleborus niger, the black hellebore, because of its black root. Tradition tells how this little snow rose first grew in the
gardens of heaven, and was looked after by the angels, who called it the rose of love”. (Lesley Gordon)

Christmas Fern - Polystichum (pol-LIST-ik-um) acrostichoides ((ak-rost-ik-KOY-deez)- A delightful
wintergreen North American native very hardy and very attractive all year with dark, glossy-green leathery
fronds to 2-3'. (Zones 3-4)
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MASTER GARDENERS ON THE MOVE....

After the July 12, 2004 Board Meeting of the
West Virginia Master Gardener Association, a
tour of the West Virginia Botanic Garden was
conducted by Dr. John Jett.

Begun as only a dream in 1983, the WVBG is
on its way to becoming a reality on the 82
acre former Tibbs Run Reservoir property off
the Tyrone Road in Monongalia County. The
old 15 acre basin will be transformed into two
smaller pools with islands and aquatic plant
displays.

The new WVGB will feature a large variety of
plants appropriate to the region’s climate and
soils, located in both designed and natural
settings. Visitors will learn from these
gardens in every season of the year. Most of
the land is wooded and much will remain

Master Gardeners tour the West V/irginia Botanic Garden undisturbed, except for trail construction and
some plant enhancement.

“.Paradise is an ancient Persian word..still found in our
dictionaries--meaning garden or park” (N. Ewart, The Lore of
Flowers)

Following the tour of the West Virginia
Botanic Garden, Master Gardeners were
invited to tour the Blaney House, home of
West Virginia University President, David
Hardesty, and his wife, Susan.

Approximately 125 Master Gardeners
attended and were treated to refreshments
by the Hardestys.

The Blaney House
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In addition to touring the Blaney House,
Master Gardeners toured the President’s
gardens.

Kanawha County Master Gardener and
friend of the Hardestys, Mary Ann Michael,
designed the individual beds, which are
fairly new garden beds.

Plant lists were provided and Master
Gardeners got a chance to test their
identification skills.

As a special treat, Master Gardeners were
also invited to tour the gardens of the
Hardestys’ neighbor, Mark Saab, who lives
just down the street.

Mark had very generously passed along his
plants, time and expertise to the Hardestys.

His gardens were unique and his
presentation and plant combinations
amazing.

Mark Saab’s gardens

“Perhaps no word of six letters concentrates so much human
satisfaction as the word ‘garden’.” (Richard LeGallienne, 1914)
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Master Gardener Demonstration Garden at the State Fair

Twelve Greenbrier County Master
Gardeners and 36 Master Gardener
volunteers from around the state
manned the West Virginia Master
Gardener Demonstration Garden at
the State Fair this August. Those
Counties participating were
Greenbrier, Summers, Fayette,
Raleigh, Harrison, Preston, Wood,
Marshall and Monongalia. An average
of 60 fair goers visited the
Demonstration Garden every hour and
approximately 420 hours of volunteer
service were accumulated!

In addition to meeting and greeting people in the Garden and at the information table at the
Demonstration Garden, Master Gardeners also manned the West Virginia Master Gardener
Association booth in the West Virginia University Tent.

Greenbrier County has "put the garden to bed” for the winter and is already looking forward to
next year with the anticipation of creating a Children's Garden (replacing the Heirloom Vegetable
Garden).

Northeast Conference Report
by Jill Dolen, Marshall County Master Gardener

I think if anyone has the chance to attend the Northeast Regional Conference, by all means, they should
go. | was able to help with the Regional Conference at Olgebay, hosted by the West Virginia Master
Gardeners, but unable to attend.

The 14 West Virginia Counties represented by their members were: Berkeley — Mary Beth Bennett,
Brook — Carol and Leon Cox, Hancock — Leanne Moorman, Harrison — Larry Campbell, Kanawha -
Delores Barber & Charlene Wideman, Marshall — Jill Dolen, Monongalia — Karen Buzby, Morgan —
Larry Lower, Ann Darling, Phyliss Hagstad, Shirley Hillgren, and Wood — Linda Watkins.

At the Conference, | had a chance to meet other Master Gardeners from various states and found we all
have the same challenges and are trying to find ways of making our organizations the best they can be. |
made many new friends and got to know old friends better. The educational information provided was
mind boggling, as well as the excitement of experiencing a new city and seeing the sights.
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Northeast Conference Report (continued)

A wide selection of garden books, along with books from all the speakers was made available, and the
University of Maryland Bookstore hosted the book signings. There was a Marketplace with various crafts,
plants, and garden related items for sale in addition to a trade show with an abundance of informative
material both free and for sale

To give you an idea of what the fun I had, here is some of what happened:

TUESDAY —After our arrival, we went out to eat at a seafood restaurant called Gibby’s, then attended
the ice cream social.

WEDNESDAY —Search for Excellence Awards: West Virginia Master Gardeners received the following
awards: (1) Reminiscence Therapy Kanawha County, representative — Delores Barber; (2) Fayetteville
Middle School Pirate Pioneers Conservation Club Weed Party — Fayette County — Polly Reynolds; (3)
SNIP Saving our Natives from invasive plants Jefferson County — Lynn Wagner

Speaker Rick Dark — The Livable Landscape talked about how we can produce an interconnected
livable landscape that is both sustaining and sustainable. He focused on the balance of nature and culture
in the regional North American Landscape, how it is possible to our neighborhoods, and how we can
incorporate the existing nature without destroying it.

Other classes on Wednesday were: Using Companion Plants in an Organic Garden, Water Gardening
Naturally, “Our Forgotten Pollinators” and the importance of Backyard Conservation, Vegetable and
Flower Variety Trials, Master Gardener Programs on a Shoestring, Weeds and How to Control Them, and
many more.

Wednesday evening we were treated to an evening hosted by our own Master Gardener, Larry Lower,
from Morgan County, which included a tour of the Inner Harbor and downtown Baltimore, and dining at
an Afghan restaurant.

THURSDAY'’s speaker was Colston Burrell — He believes through proper design and plant choice, we
can turn our front yards into wildlife havens that are beautiful to behold and acceptable to neighbors.

Other classes were: Exotic Invasive Plants (Stealth Warware), Community Gardening, Excellence in
Master Gardener Volunteer Work, (by our own Leanne Moorman), Companion Gardening and Beneficial
Insects, many more

SOCIAL HOUR AND LIVE AND SILENT AUCTION & CONFERENCE BANQUET - We were
entertained by local Master Gardeners doing a song skit, Joe the Magician and balloon guy. .Delores and
I were both successful bidders at the silent auction.

FRIDAY'’s speaker was Felder Rushing who has garden humor, and can find it where ever he goes. He
believes it is possible to have an attractive, interesting, year-round landscape without a lot of horticultural
fuss.

Even THE TRIP HOME was exciting! As we were coming down the mountain to Cheat Lake, smoke
started rolling out from under the front of the van and we thought we were going to catch on fire. But it
was just the new brakes getting broke in the hard way!

But, I’'m just a little prejudice, this Conference still can’t compare to our West Virginia Conferences,
which to me are still the best.



Over the Fence ... and Crossing County Lines Page 6

LOOKING AHEAD....

Accommodations for 2005 Master Gardener Conference
Cacapon State Park Resort
Berkeley Springs, WV
May 13-15, 2005

Plans for a great Master Gardener Conference at Cacapon State Park Resort in Berkeley
Springs, West Virginia, is well underway. Although the registration materials for the conference
will not be out until late winter, you may want to make your reservations for accommodations
now, especially if you and your fellow Master Gardeners would like to reserve one of the
available cabins.

Information showing available cabin numbers, type of beds, general layout and location
in the park was provided to State Board members at the October Board meeting for distribution
locally. The information will soon be sent out to each County Master Gardener program as well.
Master Gardeners are encouraged to reserve cabins, many of which are within easy walking
distance of the Conference Center and are somewhat less expensive than Lodge rooms. They
range from modern to rustic and range from one to four bedrooms. Two night minimums are
required for the weekend of the Conference whether in a cabin or in the lodge. Longer stays may
be reserved at lower rates in most cases. Conference rates will be provided when you call for
reservations.

You may find out more about Cacapon State Park at www.cacaponresort.com.

Reservations may be made by calling Cacapon State Park at 304-258-1022. You must
indicate that you are reserving for the Master Gardener Conference. Any difficulties can be
directed to the Morgan County Extension Office at 304-258-8400 and you will receive a return
call. See you at the Conference!

DON’T FORGET THOSE AUCTION ITEMS!!!!

The Northern Panhandle Master Gardeners are in charge of the annual Silent
and Live Auctions for the 2005 Annual Conference. Remember the proceeds are for a
good cause--the scholarship given to a WVU student pursuing a career in a horticulture
field.

Each county Master Gardener program is asked to donate 2 or more items which
have at least a $10.00 value each. (Please provide the donor’'s name and address.)

So start collecting those items now. For more information, contact: Carol Cox,
Hancock/Brooke Master Gardener at LCBumbles@aol.com .
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“Itis, of course, essential that we know the Latin names of our plants, for by no other means may we accurately
designate them, but the passing of the old vernacular names would be a real loss. They are the connecting links
between us and the flower lovers of all the ages--men, women and children, and long lines of them--stretching across
years through countless gardens, high and humble, through woods and meadows and marshes.”

(L.B. Wilder, Colour in My Garden)

If you get the knack of using Latin names of plants they can sometimes give hints as to what a plant looks

Acuminatus-tapering to a point
Alba-white
Amabilis-lovely
Arborea-tree like
Argenta-silvery
Aristata-bearded
Aureus-golden
Australis-from the south
Barbatus-bearded
Belladonna-pretty lady
Bifida-split or divided
Blanda-pleasant
Borealis-from the north
Brevicaulis-short stem
Brevifolius-short-leaved
Bullata-puckered appearance
Buxifolia-box like
Caerulea-sky blue
Caespitosa-growing in tufts
Campestris-of the fields
Candicans-white flowers
Canescens-grayish white

like, such as:

Edulis-edible

Elatus-tall
Elegans-elegant, beautiful
Erecta-upright

Eximia-exceptional, distinguished

Fastigiata-erect branches
Ferruginea-rusty red
Floribundus-free flowering
Formosa-handsome
Fruticosa/frutescens-shrubby
Gigantean-large
Glabra-smooth, hairless
Glauca-grayish, bluish-green
Globosa-globe shaped
Grandiflora-large flowers
Hirsutus-roughly hairy
Hexapetal-with 6 petals
Hortensis-of garden origin
Humilis-of humble growth
Hyemalis-of the winter
Imperialis-majestic, powerful
Incana-greyish

Lucida-bright, shining, clear
Lutescens-yellow

Nana-dwarf

Nipponica-from Japan
Nivalis-from snowline
Nummularia-round like a coin
Ochroleuca-pale yellow
Odora-fragrant
Orientalis-from the east
Ovata-egg shaped (usually Ivs)
Palustris-of the marshes
Pardalinum-spotted like a panther
Pendula-handing down, weeping
Pilosa-covered with soft hairs
Pinnata-feathered
Praecox-developing early
Procera-tall or slender
Procumbens/Prostrata-prostate
Scandens-climbing
Sempervirens-evergreens
Silvatica-of the woods
Sinensis-of China

Canina-with sharp teeth (like a dog!)
Cardinalis-scarlet

Ciliate-fringed like an eyelash
Deltoidea-triangular
Densiflora-heavily flowered
Denticulate-slightly toothed
Didyma-double or twin
Divaricata-spreading growth habit

Tinermis-unarmed, without thorns  Stellata-star shaped
Integrifolia-leaf with smooth edge Tenella-delicate, light or soft
Involucrate-edges rolled inwards  Tomentosa-covered with short hairs
Laevigata-smooth Triflora-with flowers in threes
Lanata-covered with wooly hair  Triloba-with three lobes
Lanceolata-lance shaped Viscaria-sticky
Leucantha-with white flowers Virgatum-twiggy
Lineatus-with lines or stripes Virdis-green

Vulgaris-common

O Christmas Tree, O Chrisimas Tree!
Draw a line from the Latin species names that might describe your Christmas Tree

weeping
shrubby
upright
tree-like
bluish

silvery
golden

dwarf

globe shaped

nana
globosa
aurea
argentea
fruitcosa
fastigiata
arborea
glauca
pendula



