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Over The Fence …   
       and Crossing        
            County Lines 

BBooaarrdd  NNeewwss::  
A Fund-Raising Committee has been formed to develop 
ideas for a state-wide fund raiser.  Volunteers serving on 
the Committee are Cindy Shockey, Gary Perigo, Bob 
Knight, Leanne Moorman, Diane Higginbotham, Judy 
Selders and John Jett.  The Committee welcomes your 
ideas. 
 
An Awards Committee was formed and proposed that 
awards be presented during the 2005 and 2006 State 
Conferences to all Master Gardeners who have been 
members for 10 years, or longer.  All local associations 
are encouraged to keep more accurate records and 
make them available to a master list so that awards can 
be given at the 2007 State Conference to members with 
a certain number of volunteer hours. 
 
Rebecca Ellen Scoville is the latest recipient of the West 
Virginia Master Gardener scholarship. 
  
The Bylaws Committee has proposed changes to the 
bylaws.  The changes will be mailed to members with 
their State Conference registrations. 
 
Speakers are still needed for the Statewide Speakers 
Bureau.  If you know of speakers within your local 
association or your community that would be willing to 
make presentations, please contact Becky Chong at 
charliechong2@mac.com.  

Programs and activities offered by the West Virginia University Extension Service are available to 
all persons without regard to race, color, sex disability, religion, age, veteran status, political beliefs, 
sexual orientation, national origin, and marital or family status.  Issued in furtherance of 
Cooperative Extension work, Acts of May 8 and June 30, 1914, in cooperation with the U.S. 
Department of Agriculture.  Director, Cooperative Extension Service, West Virginia University. 
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 IMPORTANT MASTER Gardener dates: 
 
March 14, 2005  Extension Day at the Legislature 
 
May 12-15, 2005  West Virginia Master Gardener Conference 
    Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV 
 
May 13, 2005   WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
 4:30 pm  Cacapon State Park, Berkeley Springs, WV 
 
May 14, 2005   WVMGA Annual Meeting 
 9:15 am  Business will include election of officers (2005-2007) term  
 
July 9, 2005   WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
    Hosted by Marshall County Master Gardeners 
 
July 24-27, 2005  International Master Gardener Conference 
    Saskatoon, Cananda 
    web address:  www.mastergardener2005.usask.ca 
 
October 10, 2005  WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
January 14, 2006  WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
April 8, 2006   WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
June 5-8, 2006  northeast regional master gardener conference 
    Newport, rhode island 
    web address:  www.passionforgardening.com  
 
July 8, 2006   WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
 
October 6-8, 2006  West Virginia Master Gardener Conference 
    Mountaineer Racetrack and Gaming Center 
    Chester, WV  
 
October 14, 2006  WVMGA Board of Directors Meeting 
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MASTER GARDENER CONFERENCE 
 
Put on your boots and bonnets - the 2005 West Virginia Master Gardener Conference is on the 
way!  Scheduled for May 12-15 at Cacapon Resort State Park near Berkeley Springs, the 
registration materials should be in your mail box or on your computer at 
http://www.wvu.edu/~agexten/temp/05MGbroc.pdf around the first of March.  The Counties of 
the Eastern Panhandle hope that you will all come. 
 
You can make accommodations now if you wish or wait until you see the great program planned 
for you.  If you want to stay at the Park, call 304-258-1022 for a lodge room or a group cabin to 
share with others from your county.  There is a two night minimum at the Park.  Or you can call 
the nearby Best Western at 304-258-9400 where there is no minimum.  In either case, ask for the 
Master Gardener block of rooms.  Or you can scout out the bed and breakfasts and other nearby 
accommodations by going online to Travel Berkeley Springs at www.berkeleysprings.com or 
call 1-800-447-8797. 
 
The theme for the conference is Growing Gardeners, Partnerships and Communities, Naturally!  
Here are some of the highlights: 
 
Thursday, May 12 is a regional trolley tour into Berkeley and Jefferson Counties to visit the herb 
garden and Belle Boyd House, Bardane Country Market, Peter Burr Historical Farm, Aspen Hill 
Garden and Sleepy Creek Rhododendron Farm.  Only 28 spaces and extra fee applies.  
 
Friday, May 13 is a morning trip to Winterberry Gardens specializing in iris and daylilies, then a 
midday trolley tour of several Berkeley Springs gardens, the Berkeley Castle, local shops and 
restaurants and a garden quilt show and tea hosted by the Delectable Mountain Quild Guild.  An 
extra fee applies for the town tour.  Friday evening is the State Board meeting and the kickoff of 
the conference with Chef Harv’s Cooking Show, food, music, social and Gardeners Exchange. 
 
Saturday, May 14 starts with the WVMG Recognition Ceremony, Annual Meeting and Keynote 
speaker, Jim Green, Horticulture Specialist from US Department of Agriculture.  Many 
presentations and workshops will be held throughout the day as well as panel discussions with 
many of our Extension and Master Gardener friends.  The evening festivities include a banquet 
with our featured nationally known speaker, Felder Rushing, author of many gardening books 
and magazine articles, followed by a fun and energetic auction to raise scholarship funds.   
 
Sunday, May 15 continues with a wake-walk at the Park, hands-on and technical workshops and 
more presentations.   
 
SO START MAKING PLANS TO BE THERE!  Any difficulties can be directed to the Morgan 
County Extension Office at (304) 258-8400 and you will receive a return call.  See you there! 
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The Northern Panhandle Master 
Gardeners are in charge of the annual 
Silent and Live Auctions for the 2005 
Annual Conference.  REMEMBER, the 
proceeds are for a good cause--the 
scholarship given to a WVU student 
pursuing a career in a horticulture field.  
 
Each county Master Gardener program is 
asked to donate 2 or more items which 
have at least a $20.00 value each.  
(Please provide the donor’s name and 
address.) 
 
So start collecting those items now. For 
more information, contact:  Carol Cox, 
Hancock/Brooke Master Gardener at 
LCBumbles@aol.com. 

 
The West Virginia Master Gardener Association Nominating Committee 
presents the following slate of officers for the 2005-2007 term: 
 
 President  John Griggs, Monongalia County 
 Vice President Jill Dolen, Marshall County 
 Treasurer  Gary Perigo, Marshall County 
 Secretary  Sauny Williams, Wood County 
 
All Master Gardener members will be voting on these officers at the 
Annual Meeting held at the State Conference on Saturday morning, May 
14, 2005. 
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In addition to meeting and greeting people in the Garden and at the information table at the 
Demonstration Garden, Master Gardeners also manned the West Virginia Master Gardener 
Association booth in the West Virginia University Tent.   
 
Greenbrier County has “put the garden to bed” for the winter and is already looking forward to 
next year with the anticipation of creating a Children’s Garden (replacing the Heirloom Vegetable 
Garden). 
 
Garden Tips: 

• Protect your tender, young potted seedlings by placing the top half of a 
plastic pop bottle over them.  To ventilate, simply remove the twist-off cap. 

• Earthworms DO NOT regenerate.  so to avoid literally cutting the living 
daylights out of them, till in the middle of the day when they burrow deeper 
into the cooler soil. 

• Grapes can be protected from bird damage by slipping them into a piece of 
pantyhose and tying it shut around them.  The pantyhose lets light, air and 
water in, but keeps the pesky varmints out. 

• Don’t throw away any used sandpaper--whether sheets or discs.  Slit them 
and use them as a collar on the ground around tender, young plants to deter 
slugs. 

Twelve Greenbrier County Master 
Gardeners and 36 Master Gardener 
volunteers from around the state 
manned the West Virginia Master 
Gardener Demonstration Garden at 
the State Fair this August.  Those 
Counties participating were 
Greenbrier, Kanawha, Summers, 
Fayette, Raleigh, Harrison, Preston, 
Wood, Marshall and Monongalia. An 
average of 60 fair goers visited the 
Demonstration Garden every hour 
and approximately 420 hours of 
volunteer service were accumulated!   
 
The most recent report shows that 
approximately 223,000 people 
visited the State Fair. 
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Sudden Oak Death - Phytophthora ramorum by Dr. John Jett 
 
The causal agent of sudden oak death (SOD, also know as Phytophthora canker 
disease), Phytophthora ramorum, was first identified in 1993 in Germany and The 
Netherlands on ornamental rhododendrons. P. ramorum was isolated in June 2000 from 
dying trees in California. Since its discovery in North America, P.ramorum has been 
confirmed in forests in California and Oregon and in nurseries in California, Oregon, 
Washington, and British Columbia. 
 
Host Range 
P. ramorum causes two types of diseases, bark cankers that may kill the host and foliar 
blights that may serve as a reservoir for the pathogen. In response to the identification 
of P. ramorum, the United States Department of Agriculture Animal and Plant Health 
Inspection Service (USDA–APHIS) has developed a list of regulated hosts. Visit 
http://www.ncpmc.org/sod  for the most current and complete lists of regulated and 
associated hosts. 
 
Regulated bark canker hosts include tanoak, coast live oak, California black oak, 
Shreve’s oak, canyon live oak, coast redwood, Douglas fir, and others. Tanoak is the 
most susceptible bark canker host. The list of regulated foliar hosts is extensive and 
expanding. Included are: Vaccinium spp., Rhododendron spp., bay laurel, bigleaf 
maple, California buckeye, coffeeberry, honeysuckle, arrowwood (Viburnum spp.), 
western starflower, Camellia spp., Arbutus spp. and Pieris spp. 
 
Additional associated hosts include cascara, California hazelnut, grand fir, lilac, 
mountain laurel, poison oak, and Pittosporum spp. Species from the white oak group, 
including blue oak, valley oak, and Oregon white oak have not been confirmed as hosts 
and do not exhibit symptoms in the field. Northern red oak and pin oak, from the red oak 
group, were susceptible in laboratory assays, suggesting the potential for establishment 
of SOD beyond the West Coast. 
 
Transmission of SOD 
The spread of SOD likely occurs through infected plant material, rainwater, and soil. 
Foliar hosts may play an important role in the transmission of P. ramorum to bark 
canker hosts. Moist, cool, windy conditions are thought to spread the pathogen by 
dispersing spores from the leaves of foliar hosts. Transport of infected foliar host plants 
may aid the spread of SOD throughout the United States. 
 
Symptoms on affected hosts vary considerably by species and it is difficult to 
differentiate P. ramorum-infected plants from those infected by other pathogens. Plants 
infected with P. ramorum should be destroyed because no chemical control measures 
are currently available. Because P. ramorum is a regulated organism, destruction and 
disposal protocols will be coordinated by state regulatory officials.
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Sudden Oak Death - Phytophthora ramorum by John Jett   (continued) 
 
The West Virginia Department of Agriculture and WVU Extension Service may call on 
Master Gardeners to help monitor susceptible host plants in counties known to have 
received host plants from nurseries in quarantined states. P. ramorum has not been 
found in West Virginia at this time. 
 
This information was adapted from a National Pest Alert bulletin on sudden oak death, by the USDA 
North Central Pest Management Center. 
 

          
  
 

DID YOU KNOW…… 
 

• Approximately 826 native and naturalized species of trees are grown in the 
United States.   

• The oldest living tree is believed to be a bristlecone pine tree in California 
names Methuselah, estimated to be 4,700 years old. 

• The world’s largest known living tree, the General Sherman giant sequoia in 
California, weighs more than 6,167 tons--as much as 41 blue whales or 740 
elephants. 

• The 10 largest National Champion Trees are: 
 
   Girth at    Crown  Total      
Tree Type  4.5 ft. (in.) Height  Spread  Points          Locations 
Giant sequoia  1,020   274    107  1,321     Sequoia National Park,  
  (Gen. Sherman tree)         California 
 
Coast redwood    950   321      75  1,290     Jedidiah Smith State  
                   Park, California 
Coast redwood    895   307      83  1,223      Jedidiah Smith State  
                   Park, California 
Coast redwood    867   311    101  1,203      Prairie Creek  State  

        Park, California 
Western red cedar    761   159      45     931    Olympic National Park,  

Washington 
Sitka spruce     668   191      96     833      Olympic National Park,  

Washington 
Common bald cypress    644     83      85     748      Cat Island, Louisana 
 
Sitka spruce     629   204      93     856      Kloochy Creek Park,  

  Oregon 
Coast Douglas fir    600   200      71     809    Olympic National Park,  

Washington 
Bluegum eucalyptus    586   141    126     759      Petrolia, Californai 
 
       The World Almanac and Book of Facts 2005 


