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Introduction

Inthe central Appalachian coal region of southern West
Virginia, eastern Kentucky, southwestern Virginia, and
northeastern Tennessee, the unique terrain and economic
conditions create unique land use problems. The steeply
sloping terrain creates a shortage of land suitable for
residential, commercial, orindustrialdevelopment. Hence,
commercial enterprises, industrial activities, and other
income opportunities are limited for the residents of these
areas.

However, high-quality bituminous coal is abundant in
numerous mineable seams in the region and, for nearly a
century, have provided the resource for employing the
majority of the population through mining and reclamation
activities. Surface coal mining operations are constantly
producing “new lands” through land reclamation. In some
cases, these reclaimed lands have characteristics which
will enable them to support non-mining, income-producing
activities to a far greater extent than the pro-mining land-
forms.

The purpose of this paper is to provide a brief overview
of income opportunities available to those who own, or
have access to, reclaimed surface mined lands with favor-
able surface characteristics in central Appalachia.
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Land Characteristics in Appalachia

Unmined lands in Central Appalachia are generall
steeply sloped with thin, acidic soils unsuited for agricu
tural uses. Coal mining and timbering are the region’
major industries. The region’s timber is primarily slo
growing upland hardwoods. The steeply sloping terrai
has discouraged other industries from locating within th
region.

Surface coal mining operators have opportunities t
produce lands with the capacity to support other incomé¢
producing activities. Two major characteristics of the lan
which can be altered through mining and reclamation art

Slope: Steeply sloping, pre-mining landforms
can be altered through mining and reclamation to
include large areas of gently sloping land; and

Soils: Appalachian mountain soils are gener-
ally thin, acidic, and infertile. Through the use of
controlled overburden placement techniques, over-
burden materials with superior characteristics are
selected, crushed, and placed on the land surface
in sufficient thickness to act as a deep rooting
medium (Skousen et al. 1987). These carefully
selected overburden materials have demonstrated
greater potential as a plant-growth medium than
the original topsoil (Daniels and Amos 1984, Thur-
mond and Sencindiver 1986). When gently slop-
ing lands with favorable soil characteristics are
produced during surface mining operations, a
variety of income-producing activities become
available to local residents who have access to
those lands.

Beef Cattle and Other Livestock

Reclaimed surface mined land in Appalachia is of
revegetated with forage species that have potential va
as livestock feed. Greater utilization of the renewal
forage resource is an approach to adding economic div
sity to the region. Cattle are generally chosen by Appa
chian producers due to their proven weight gains on fora
grown on reclaimed areas, their lack of vulnerability






