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In the last Green Lands, | gave a brief his-
tory and description of the Clean Water Act and
the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination
System (NPDES). | also explained that each
state is given authority to assign streams and
rivers into water use categories, which include
categories such as public water supply,
warmwater and coldwater fisheries, recreational
and industrial waters. Each state then must
establish numeric criteria or narrative state-
ments for each of these water use categories
to protect the water quality and to ensure that
the stream or river can support the uses in that
category. Entities that discharge water into
these receiving streams and rivers must receive
an NPDES permit. The NPDES permit for each
discharge outlet then sets effluent limits at con-
centrations of pollutant that will protect the uses
of the water body. Even with the NPDES pro-
gram, which regulates the amounts of pollutant
that can be discharged from point sources,
there is still pollution from non-point source dis-
charges and from other unregulated point dis-
charges.

Some streams and rivers meet the water
quality standards set for them based on their
designated water use category, while others do
not meet the water quality standards.

The Clean Water Act requires each state
to develop a list of impaired streams, rivers,
and lakes, which do not meet the water qual-

ity standards necessary for their designated
category. Such impaired waters are placed
on the 303(d) list and are targeted as waters
that must be given Total Maximum Daily Loads
(TMDL). The TMDL is a pollution reduction
plan, which allocates amounts of pollutants
that may be discharged from a point or non-
point discharge source to reduce the total
amount of pollutant in the stream. Therefore,
entities holding NPDES permits may be given
lower effluent limits to reduce the total amount
of pollutant in the stream from that source.
Other pollution-contributing sources within
the watershed (such as non-point discharges
from abandoned mine lands or farming / log-
ging operations) may be reclaimed or managed
so that their pollution load is diminished or elimi-
nated. Ina TMDL allocation, both point and non-
point sources are evaluated for their impact on
the receiving stream and both are assigned
pollution loads that may be allowed.
Anti-degradation is another program that al-
lows states to evaluate the discharge of pollut-
ants into streams and rivers. Discharges into
streams currently meeting water quality stan-
dards will be reviewed for Anti-degradation ef-
fluent limits. Under Anti-degradation, activities
causing a discharge of pollutants into a water
body must be evaluated to determine if the dis-
charge will significantly degrade the stream from
its current good water quality level. Streams
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