
The 50% Formic Acid 
Paper Pad Treatment for 

Varroa

Developed by Bob Noel and Jim Amrine, 
in FL, WV & MD in 2007-2008.



Source of the paper pads that gave us excellent results:
Papers are specially designed to release air freshener oils.

Quote from Deborah Fenske, 15 June 2007. Gusmer Enterprises,
Inside Sales Representative - Specialty Products
1401 Ware Street, Waupaca, WI 
dfenske@gusmerenterprises.com
Telephone: 715-258-5525, ext. 144

Material: AC-16
Thickness: 0.100"
Size: 8-мκпέ Ȅ ммέ
Quantity and Price per 1000, FOB Waupaca, WI
1,000 = $480.75/M ($.48 each)

2,500 = $460.75/M ($.46 each)

5,000 = $445.75/M ($.45 each)

10,000 = $440.75/M ($.44 each)

5ŜƭƛǾŜǊȅΥ  ά²Ŝ Ŏŀƴ ǎƘƛǇ н-о ǿŜŜƪǎ ŀŦǘŜǊ ǊŜŎŜƛǇǘ ƻŦ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜ ƻǊŘŜǊΦέ

Terms:  Net 30 Days pending credit approval. 
This quotation is firm until December 13, 2007.

mailto:dfenske@gusmerenterprises.com


Ft. Pierce, FL: 16Apr07. Entrance reduced with paper and duct tape.

New Paper-Pads: treating 2 colonies at once: 50% formic acid on paper pads; HBH 
on paper towels to protect queens, covered w plastic wrap.

Honey-B-Healthy®



Treated Colony - 1 ½ story - (75ml formic on 
pad + 15ml Honey-B-Healthy on paper 
towel)

- Wood-Framed Queen Excluder above 
freezer paper allows more air circulation 
around the pad. 

-Taped Freezer Paper covers the FA pad. 
(white arrow).

-It takes about 5 minutes to put on a 
treatment; bees can remove all items but 
the wood entrance reducer, which can be 
replaced by paper held in place with duct 
tape.

-3/8" x 3.5" reduced centre opening in 
ŜƴǘǊŀƴŎŜ ǊŜŘǳŎŜǊΦ hǊ ǳǎŜ ǇŀǇŜǊ ƭŜŀǾƛƴƎΥ ҁέ 
мΦрέΦ

-- Seal or replace screened bottom board; 
seal any openings or holes.

Reduced 
entrance -
can be 
paper.

Pad w FA is 
here

Under the 
freezer 
paper.

QEfreezer paper



We use about ǎŜǾŜƴ ΨDǳƳƳȅ /ŀƴŘƛŜǎΩ ǇƭŀŎŜŘ ƻƴ ǘƻǇ ōŀǊǎ ƻŦ ōǊƻƻŘ ŦǊŀƳŜǎ ǘƻ 
hold and adjust the paper pad above the brood. Candies will compress. Bees 
will remove pad, towel, candy and freezer paper and paper entrance.



Measuring 50% 
formic acid with a 
hydrometer.  Specific 
gravity is 1.110



Verifying 50%  Formic Acid:  

Specific Graviity = 1.110.

$8.90 at 
http://www.williamsbrewing.com/ BRE

WER_S_EDGE_HYDROMETER_P527.cfm(13  
Feb 09)


