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The Role of Perpetrator Acknowledgement
in Mediating the Impact
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ABSTRACT. Parent Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL) data were
obtained and analyzed for two groups of sexually-abused children:
those whose perpetrator had acknowledged (n = 34) abusing the child
and those whose perpetrator had not acknowledged (n = 32). Signifi-
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agencies and law enforcement. Demographic characteristics for the sub-
jects are presented in Table 1.

Measures

Child Behavior Checklist (CBCL). The CBCL (Achenbach & Edel-
brock, 1983) is a parent-report inventory consisting of 16 social compe-

TABLE 1. Demographic Characteristics of Child Sexual Assault Victims
Whose Perpetrator Did or Did Not Acknowledge the Offense

% %

Acknowledging? Non-Acknowledging®
Gender
Female 94.3 85.7
Male 57 14.3
Race
White 82.9 74.3
Black 1.4 20.0
Other 57 57
Assault Type
Penetration 471 37.5
Non-Penetration
Molestation 52.9 62.5
Perpetrator
Relationship to
Victim
Father/Stepfather 100. 40.5
Other Relative - 21.6
Friend/Acquaintance - 32.4
Stranger - 54
X (SD) X (SD)
Age at
interview 12.2 (2.88) 11.3 (2.71)
Age at First
Assault 9.6 (3.72) 8.3 (3.41)
Age at Last
Assault 10.9 (3.28) 10.3 (3.24)
a.n=34

b. n=32
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knowledging perpetrator groups whose scores on the CBCL were in the
clinical range (90th percentile [T-score = 63] for Internalizing, External-
izing, and Total Behavior Problems; and T-score < 37 for CBCL Social
Adjustment). Significantly more subjects in the non-acknowledging group
received ratings from their mothers that were in the clinical range for
Internalizing behavior problems than did subjects in the acknowledging
group (61.9% vs. 26.5%; X2 (1,66) = 6.8, p <.01). Values for Externaliz-
ing (59.1% vs. 33.3%) and Total Behavior Problems (68.1% vs. 45.7%)
demonstrated a similar trend, but fell short of statistical significance
(» < .10). There were no statistically significant differences between the
groups on Social Adjustment.

Additionally, composite scores were derived for an experimental
CBCL-PTSD Scale (as originally defined by Wolfe, Gentile, & Wolfe,
1989). An independent samples t-test was conducted comparing the com-
posite scores of the sexually abused children in this study with the com-
posite scores of the normative (nonabused) sample reported by Wolfe et al.
(1989). A significant difference was revealed (¢ = 9.6, p < .001), lending
support for the use of the CBCL-PTSD Scale in distinguishing abused and
nonabused samples. The PTSD Scale data were also analyzed to assess
differences between the acknowledging and non-acknowledging groups.
Results indicated significantly higher scores for children in the non-ac-
knowledging group (¢ = 3.6, p <.001).

TABLE 2. CBCL t-scores of Child Sexual Assault Victims Whose Perpetrator
Did or Did Not Acknowledge the Offense

Acknowledging Non-Acknowiedging
X (SD) X (SD) t
CBCL Social 39.9 (10.67) 39.4 (10.97) 0.16
CBCL Internalizing 57.3(9.87) 65.4 (13.99) 2.73*
CBCL Externalizing 57.8 (9.61) 64.8 (13.37) 2.46"
CBCL Total 59.5 (11.19) 68.5 (14.06) 2.87**
CBCL-PTSD Scale
Composite Score .40 (.26) .71 (.42) 3.63**

*p <.05, **p<.01
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