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One of the best parenting experiences 
is reading with a child. When reading  
together is relaxed and enjoyable  
for both the child and adult, it creates 
important bonding time and it motivates 
a child’s interest in learning.

  

Reading is important for all  
learning. Literacy begins at birth  
and develops during a process  
of learning to understand and  
use language. Children first learn  
spoken forms of language –  
listeningand speaking – and then  
begin to make sense of written  
forms – reading and writing. 

All children need support to become 
good readers. Because children  
develop differently, some need more 
help and practice in learning to read.  
For a child who is struggling with a  
skill, encourage what the child can do. 
To motivate a child with little interest  
in reading, find material on things  
they enjoy – hunting, fishing, cooking, 
comics, or animals.

Reading with a child is a process  
of partnering with that child. The goals 
are to motivate the child to read and  
to provide opportunities to practice 

reading. A partners helps the child 
develop reading skills, understand  
what they are reading, and learn to 
love reading. When reading with a 
child remember to be caring, flexible, 
realistic, encouraging, and committed. 

“When you take the time to read  
with a child, you send a strong  
message that both reading and  
the child are important.”
Talking is a part of the circle that  
supports a child’s learning to read and 
write. Early conversation with children 
in the home is one of the first building 
blocks for literacy development.  

Talking builds a child’s speaking skills, 
vocabulary, and confidence. You can 
talk with children about their everyday 
activities. Ask them questions and 
give answers to their questions.  
Talk with children about books. 

 
  

Becoming a reading partner means 
shared reading WITH a child, so  
the child can practice reading. Shared 
reading is a slower pace that allows  
for repeated reading and questions. 
This helps the child become familiar 
with language patterns and to  
recognize words. Start by finding  
a book close to the child’s reading  

l	Talk with children.. 
l	Read to and with children.
l	Help children read on their own.       
l	Write for children – take dictation.
l	Help children write on their own.
l	Create and display art related  
	 to reading.

l	Make books..
l	Have lots of books available.
l	Let children see you reading.
l	Most important, make reading fun!



Stop-and-Go – partner reads to  
the child, stopping at a place that 
the child can read or when the child 
says that he or she wants to read. 
The child reads until ready for the 
partner to read again. 

Solo – child reads while the partner 
asks questions to be sure the child 
understands what’s being read.

Reading and writing develop  
together. It is important to have 
children write about the books  
they read. Creating their own written 
words about the book helps children 
make the links between reading  
and writing and finding meaning  
in words. To encourage children to 
write, provide real reasons for writing. 
Real reasons to write are journals, 
letters, notes, labels, lists, names, 
stories, play scripts, and books.
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level and something the child enjoys. 
Find a quiet place. With new readers, 
use your fingers to follow the words 
and the child can do the same.  
Offer praise and encouragement.  
After reading, discuss the story and  
do an art activity based on the book.  

These shared reading tips help  
to create a positive and fun reading 
experience for children.  

Picture Reading – partner asks  
questions about the book’s pictures. 

Sighting – partner asks the child  
to find letters, words, and book parts 
before reading. 

Discovery – partner guides the child 
through a familiar book, asking the  
child to fill in the repeated phrases. 

Echo – partner reads a group of 
words to the child, then the child reads 
the same words. 

Unison – partner and child read aloud 
at the same time.

Whisper – partner reads into a child’s 
ear while he or she reads aloud and 
then they change roles. 

Brown Bear, Brown Bear 

by Bill Martin, Jr is a good 
book to read with your child.

Resource books at your public library can help  
you find good books to read with children: 
l	Books Kids Will Sit Still For, Judy Freeman
l	Choosing Books for Children: A Common Sense Guide,  	 Betsy Hearne

l	How to Choose Good Books for Kids, Kate H. McMullan
l	The New York Times Parent Guide to the Best Books  	 for Children, Eden Ross Lipson


