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| would certainly believe anything he said, even if he weren't
under oath. From ny own know edge of himand fromthe reputation

he had anong the other nenbers of our group, | would say that he
was not the kind of man who would i njure any person, |east of all
his wife. | never knew himto | ose his tenper.

| do not believe he killed his wife. He is the victim of
ci rcunst ances and of a m staken identification nade by Ms.
Wl son, the stepnother. | understand she will claimshe saw him
fire the gun that night, out at a curb in front of the house at
1751 Madison in the dark with no lights, while it was raining.

The whole thing is incredible. | think she had such a hatred of
Joe that, in her highly enotional state, she wanted to see Joe
kill his wife. Her identification springs fromher enotional

bias toward him she saw what her enotions wanted her to see.

I’11 tell you who | think m ght have done it. | used to be
bailiff for old Judge WIlson, Helen's father. He sent a |ot of
guys away for a long tine, and sone of themwanted to get even.
There was this one fellow, John Bierman, who thought Judge WI son

had ruined his life; Bierman threatened to get himfor it. In
YR- 14, Bierman was convicted of nurdering his business partner,
who was very well known in town. It was a real “headlines” case.

Bi erman cl ai med the Judge and the prosecutor rigged the trial.
Bierman’s whole |life was wecked; he |lost a good business, his
famly, everything, and got 25-30 years fromthe Judge.

Last sumrer, | read in the newspaper that Bi ernman was
getting out of prison and was returning to Nita Gty. In early
Septenber of last year, | saw Bierman in the Silver Dollar bar.

recogni zed himright away, even though the trial was 14-15 years
ago, because he had a very distinctive face, and he hadn’t
changed nuch. | was sitting at the bar fairly close to Biernman,
but 1’msure he didn't recognize me. | heard himtell the
bartender that the Judge had railroaded him He said he was gl ad
Wl son was dead, but that it sure didn’t even cone close to
maki ng up for everything he had lost: famly, business,

everything. | watched himleave the bar that mght. He got into
an older, dirty, white GMcar. | couldn't tell you whether it
was a Chevy or a Pontiac. | didn’t see the |icense.

| haven’t seen Biernman since that night, but | know Joe
O Neill, and | don’t believe he could have done this. | think
the police ought to get hold of this Biernman.

It is true that on a nunmber of occasions when he was in our

shop, Joe O Neill bragged that he was an excellent shot with his
revolver. He said that he practiced target shooting regularly.
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| renmenber once he told ne that he could hit a dine at 100 yards.
Joe never discussed his private affairs with nme, and | didn’t
know about his troubles with his wife or wwth Ms. WIlson from
anything he said to me. |If he had troubles, he always kept them
to hinself.

| have read the above statenment and it is true and correct.

Nane: Sam Russo

Dat e: October 15, YR 1

W t ness:  Fngel Witkes

Dat e: October 16, YR-1
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