
Fifteen students selected to be 2009 WVU McNair Scholars were enrolled in the six-week McNair Summer Re-

search Institute from May 18 to June 26. Students attended GRE prep classes as well as classes to learn about 

graduate-level research and the graduate school application process.  They also visited a few campuses to explore 

graduate school opportunities. Dr. Julie Patrick, Dr. Betty Mei and doctoral student assistants Leilani Browning, 

Thomas Keopuhiwa, Cyprien Lokko, Anna Stasick, and Gabrielle St. Leger served as instructors and student 

mentors during the six weeks.  Dr. Melanie Booth-Butterfield, professor of Communication Studies, and Dr. Ja-

son Johnson, Assistant Professor of Educational Leadership, guest lectured on Interviewing Skills and Conducting 

Qualitative Research respectively.  After working hard to compose their research proposals and presenting them 

on June 26, the scholarsô summer experience ended on a light note with golf lessons at the Pineôs Country Club on 

June 27.   2001 WVU McNair Scholar Dr. Angela Grabuloff joined in the festivities and delivered an inspirational 

speech at the closing picnic. 
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2009 WVU McNair Scholars (from L to R, back row): Ho-
nietia Morgan, Ryan Lewis, Alexandra Castillo, Catessa 
Simon, Tenesha Hill, Chris Waugh; (front row): Rosalinda 
Desrochers, Taylor Mikalik, Andrea Snider, Tomorrow 
Wilson, Vanessa DeCesare, Leah Lowe, Marlenea Morgan, 
and Jeannette Sanchez.   

McNair Scholars listening intently to the golf pro 

2009 McNair Scholars 
 

Name    Major      Hometown 

 

Alexandra Castillo  English/International Studies  Morgantown, WV 

Vanessa DeCesare  Speech Pathology & Audiology  Toronto, OH 

Rosalinda Desrochers  Secondary Ed/Biology   Masontown, WV 

Andrea Ebner   Speech Pathology & Audiology  Morgantown, WV 

Tenesha Hill   International Studies   Hagerstown, MD  

Ryan Lewis   Management Information System  Rockville, MD 

Leah Lowe   Social Work    Beckley, WV   

Taylor Mikalik   History/Religious Studies   Morgantown, WV 

Honietia Morgan   Psychology    Martinsburg, WV 

Marlenea Morgan  Sociology & Anthropology   Wilsondale, WV 

Jeannette Sanchez  Criminology & Investigations/Psychology North Bergen, NJ 

Catessa Simon   Human Nutrition & Foods   Romney, WV 

Christopher Waugh  History/Sociology & Anthropology  Weirton, WV 

Tomorrow Wilson  Psychology    Morgantown, WV 

 



 

 

May graduates (back row L to R): Adam Cagle, Toby 
Vernon, and Jesse Potts; (front row L to R): Ashley Bar-
nes, Jennyerin Steele, Jessica Domer, Kayla Tutalo, Adri-
enne Gauna, and Deanna Hoard. Joseph Bailey, Chelsea 
Derlan, and Katasha Leggett not pictured. 
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Best wishes on graduate studies! 

McNair Scholars pictured with their faculty mentors (L to 

R): Dr. Ryan Claycomb and mentee Nick Fagundo, Jesse 

Potts, John Armour, Dr. Ellesa High and mentee Jessica 

Domer, Dr. Cari Carpenter and mentee Deanna Hoard 

Scholar Mariana Freitas (L) posed with 

faculty mentor Dr. Hannah Lin after the 

spring symposium 

Scholar Danielle Castillo (L) with 

faculty mentor Dr. Cindy Fitch 

Dr. Joseph Scotti with McNair mentees, 

Ashley Barnes (L) and Jennyerin Steele 

Scholar Yolanda Wiggins (R) with 

faculty mentor Dr. Rachael Woldoff 

Where are they headed? 

Beginning in Fall 2009, these May graduates will begin their 

graduate studies: 
 

Joseph Bailey - Public Policy at University of Maryland at   

                           College Park 

Adam Cagle - Mass Communication at Point Park University 

Adrienne Gauna - Interdisciplinary Program in Biomedical  

                               Sciences at the University of Florida Col-  

                                lege of Medicine 

Katasha Leggett  - Applied Sociology at University of Cen- 

                                tral Florida 

Jesse Potts - English at the Ohio State University 

Jennyerin Steele  - Sociology at the University of Akron 

Kayla Tutalo -  Mass Communication and Media Studies at  

                          Howard University 

May Graduation 


