








| hope books never go away,

and | don’t think they will,

What do you get
_ when you cross a
book available to anyone, 150-year-old book

anywhere in the world, who with the Internet?

has an Internet connection.

—Frances OBrien e

When it comes to reading a book, good battery life on your

but digitization makes a

laptop may one day be just as important as good lighting.
The West Virginia University Libraries are in the process
of digitizing 1,000 of their rare books and making the

electronic versions available online. Last year, the Libraries

* The WVU Lib

it were among 14 institutions to participate in a book digitiza-
digitized 10 rare books.

tion pilot project led by Lyrasis, an organization of libraries,
museums, and archives. By going to the Internet archive,
T—— www.archive.org, users can search by author or title to find
abook. After selecting a book, the reader views the book as a

» ABIEBrERCSErSin o flipbook and can virtually flip through the pages with a few
| process of digitizing
1,000 rare books.

mouse clicks. Because the pages are scanned, users see
vivid pictures of the actual pages, not simply typed text.
This means readers see all sketches or pictures in the original
manuscript. The same goes for any dog-eared pages.
underlined sentences, or scribbled notes in the margin.
The text of the virtual books is also keyword searchable.

View the Digital Books

10 online and visit any of the following

ss to view one of the digital book

www.archive.org/detail

wWww.arcr
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Scholar
shares knowledge
across the

WVU became the second institution in the world to
require students to submit their master’s theses and doctoral dissertations
online. Today, graduate research from around the waorld is accessed on
the Internet millions of times each year by academia,
industry, government, and the public. As of March
2009, WVU's Electronic Institutional

Document Repository system and collections

migrated to a new repository system
called “wvuScholar” It includes

not only electronic theses and
dissertations, but also
undergraduate Honors

College theses, and
anelectronic
scholarly

research archive for

faculty, which features pre
and post-print journal articles,
technical reports, administrativere_éa{éﬂ;_
and conference proceedings. Past geﬁeﬁﬁﬂns of
scholars could only have wished for the i

such an immediate, varied, and truly worI\ ’

The WVU Honors College is publishing the University's first research journal
exclusively for undergraduate authors.

The online journal can be accessed at:

Giving the gift of Second Life

The College of Human Resources and Education received a gift so rare that
no more of it exists—free land in Second Life. Two avatars, who are friends
of the College, donated the virtual gift with the intention of providing the
College with an initial presence in Second Life. The land, bounded by virtual
ocean on one side and a modern art gallery created by a German group on
the other, is set for development. Doctoral students Sophia Baisie and
Ronglei Chen and one of the avatars are in the midst of creating a conceptual
model of the Human Resources and Education building. The main features

to be highlighted include a new student resources and social areas and

roposed state-of-the-art classrooms and a design studio. There are plans
http://www.hre.wvu.edu/ Prop & F

3 1 i ; Tig
http://secondiife.com/ to give tours (with a virtual PRT!) of the future they envision for the College.
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